
Song Words – 12th November 2023 

 
Hope for the world’s despair 
 
Verse 1 
Hope for the world's despair: 
we feel the nations' pain; 
can anything repair 
this broken earth again? 
For this we pray: 
in every place 
a spark of grace 
to light the way.  
 
Verse 2 
Wisdom for all who bear 
the future in their hand, 
entrusted with the care 
of this and every land. 
When comes the hour, 
O Lord, we pray, 
inspire the way 
we spend our power. 
 
Verse 3 
Honour for all who’ve paid 
war’s painful, bitter price, 
when duty called they made 
the greatest sacrifice. 
Their memory 
will never cease 
to cry for peace 
and harmony. 
 



Verse 4 
Ease for the troubled mind 
in endless conflict caught, 
each soul that cannot find 
the peace beyond all thought. 
May they be blessed 
with healing balm 
for inner calm 
and perfect rest. 
 
Verse 5 
Love for the human heart: 
when hate grows from our fears 
and inwardly we start 
to turn our ploughs to spears. 
Help us to sow   
love’s precious seed 
in word and deed, 
that peace may grow. 
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He will hold me fast 
 
Verse 1 
When I fear my faith will fail, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, 
He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; 
He must hold me fast. 



Chorus 
He will hold me fast, 
He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so, 
He will hold me fast. 
 
Verse 2 
Those He saves are His delight, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in His holy sight, 
He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; 
His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, 
He will hold me fast. 
[Chorus] 
 
Verse 3 
For my life He bled and died, 
Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied; 
He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, 
He will hold me fast 
‘Till our faith is turned to sight 
When he comes at last! 
[Chorus] 
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Lord, for the years 
 
Verse 1 
Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us,  
cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord for the years,  
we bring our thanks today. 
 
Verse 2 
Lord, for that word,  
the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts  
and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains,  
rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word,  
receive Your people's praise. 
 
Verse 3 
Lord, for our land  
in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old,  
for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Verse 4 
Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt you, 
loveless in strength,  
and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless,  
lost indeed without You: 
Lord of the world,  
we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
Verse 5 
Lord for ourselves;  
in living power remake us – 
self on the cross,  
and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us,  
for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives,  
to live for Christ alone. 
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God is our strength and refuge 
 
Verse 1 
God is our strength and refuge, 
Our present help in trouble; 
and we therefore will not fear, 
though the earth should change! 
Though mountains shake and tremble, 
though swirling floods are raging, 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore! 
 
Verse 2 
There is a flowing river, 
Within God’s holy city; 
God is in the midst of her - 
she shall not be moved! 
God’s help is swiftly given, 
thrones vanish at his presence - 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore! 
 
Verse 3 
Come, see the works of our maker, 
learn of his His deeds all powerful; 
wars will cease across the world 
when He shatters the spear! 
Be still and know your creator, 
uplift Him in the nations - 
God the Lord of hosts is with us evermore! 
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